BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Service we 317 West 4th Street 


October 15, 1957 
RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT 


Special Note 


I am asking your. assistance in rounding up some opinions. on the value of this part of 
the Service.... On November 14th, I am taking part in a panel discussion on distribu- 
tion of Religious. Books. It seems to me that I would serve your. interests more effic- 
iently if I had comments from those of you who care to write me on:- (a) To what extent 
do you depend on our reports for. your ordering; for your subsequent sale or distribu- 
tion of Religious. Books; (b) Does your staff use the reports with local clergy; with 
church study groups? (c) How important is it to have the reports in advance of publi- 
cation, as with general fiction and non-fiction; or.does the grouping of the books 

for reporting at intervals serve your purpose adequately? 


CATHOLIC BOOKS 
Reported by Professor Bernard J. Gilligan 


Ricciotti, Giuseppe Bruce 
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES $7.50 


This is a translation of the text and commentary on the Acts of the Apostles 
by the noted Italian scriptural authority, Ricciotti. It is prefaced by an Introduc- 
tion that discusses the general nature, division, authorship and critical evidence 
relevant to the text of the Acts. The text follows with a phrase by phrase and verse 
by verse linguistic and historical analysis, aimed at getting at the true meaning, 
appended to each verse by way of commentary. Painsteking scholarship is apparent 
throughout. The English translator has done scriptural students a great service in 
making Ricciotti's work available to them in English. Imprimatur. (Publ.) 


O'Brien, John A. Doubleday-Hanover 
GIANTS OF THE FAITH $3.75 


Father O'Brien, long known for his popular convert stories, focusses on 
only six converts in this book, six of the greatest of all times, St. Paul, St. Augus- 
tine, Cardinal Newman, G.K. Chesterton, Orestes Brownson and Isaac Hecker, the found- 
er of the Paulists. In semi-popular style, basing his material on the best sources, 
the author sets forth the life, works and influence on history of each of his subjects, 
with evident regard for historical scholarship, just judgment and intelligent appeal 
for the reader's admiration and emulation of the virtues of the men he has chosen to 
discuss. They were all very different in many respects among themselves and lived in 
different kinds of circumstances, but they were many-faceted giants of faith, intellect 
and saintly action. Their backgrounds are all interesting and their personal char- 
acters and influence striking. Each of the six essays is a truly informative, pene- 
trating and inspiring study communicated in a lively, direct and interesting style. 
(11/21. LC: 57-12h73) 


Royer, Fanchon Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
ST. ANTHONY CLARET: Modern Prophet-Healer $4.00 


This biography of the great Catalonian saint who was canonized in 1950, will 
serve to make this extraordinary man and the religious congregation he founded better 
known to American Catholics. Craftsman, priest, Jesuit, itinerant preacher of missions 
and retreats, founder of the Claretians, substitute physician, ardent reformer of clergy 
and laity, Archbishop of Santiago, Cuba, Queen Isabel's confessor, prophet and miracle 
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worker, his saintly career was lived against the colorful and dangerous background of 
war and revolution in nineteenth century Spain. His life was frequently threatened and 
his name constantly vilified until after his death in 1870. He prophetically foretold @ Baa 
many of the happenings that later occurred in Spain and the world at large. His story ; 
is told here in a competent, authentic and straightforward manner, the reader's interest 
being sustained rather by the subject-matter than by the style. (October ) 


























Oursler, Will Hawthorn 
THE HEALING POWER OF FAITH $4.95 


There is need for a sympathetic and inclusive survey of the work of spiritual 
healing. This is not specifically Catholic, but is an objective report on miraculous 
cures and faith-healing occurrences, ancient and modern, from New Testament days to our 
own,- Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish. The sporadic evidence of a divine power at | 
work has raised the question, Why is it not at work constantly and universally? Will 
Oursler, reporter and author, studies the records and talks with those currently exercis- 
ing the ministry of healing. He makes us aware of the critics, of those whose methods 
seem questionable to some, but he is searching for and finding good in varying degrees 
in the work of all. He emphasizes the importance of healing as a part of Christian ex- 
perience in a way satisfactory to both religion and medicine. Additional important fea- 
tures of this book include the listing of churches of all faiths in America with a special 
interest in spiritual healing; a list of healing in the Old and New Testament; and a fairly 
complete bibliography. There is not much new material here, but he does bring together 
the widely scattered stories in this field. The book should be of great value to all lay 
and professional people who wish to get the collected evidence for the healing power of 
faith in perspective. (Publ. LC: 57-6364) 


Note: This was read by both of our editors and this is a composite report, since they 
reached a common ground of agreement. @ 
Eggleston, George T.- Fd. Holt 
LETTERS FROM A SAINT $2.50 
D.R. This volume contains thirty-seven short instructions drawn from the Introduc- 


tion to the Devout Life by St. Francis de Sales, the compassionate, gentle and psycho- 
logically perceptive spiritual director and Bishop of Geneva of the seventeenth century. 
They are selected in such a way "that the busy layman can put the saint's instructions 
and exercises to daily uses". Five minutes' careful reading of one selection each day 
over a period of a year or so could help the man of practical affairs to develop a habit 
of recollection and meditation so necessary to true peace of soul and true spiritual and 
moral advancement. The saint's admonitions and observations are perennially relevant and 
his advice is always very balanced and practical without being tainted with the spirit 
of mediocrity one sometimes finds going along with these qualities. Sample instructions 
are on Anxiety, Judgment of Others, Inquietude, Temptations, True Humility, Meekness. 
Imprimatur. (Publ. LC: 57-1016) 


Anson, Peter Kenedy 
THE HERMIT OF CAT ISLAND $3.95 







* An illustrated biography of Fra Jerome, the hermit of Cat Island in the Bahamas, 
whose story was written up in Collier's before his death, in a popular and sensational 
manner. This volume will serve to make the true story and the real worth of John Cyril 
Hawes (1876-1956) known to the American public. Saintly, romantic, slightly eccentric, 
a devoted missionary, a true.Franciscan and a renowned priest-architect,-as an Anglican, 
he wanted to establish the Franciscan Order within the body of the Church of England. 
Converted to Roman Catholicism, he labored as a missionary and priest-architect in 
Australia and the Bahamas and finally built himself a hermitage on Cat Island where he 
was seldom left alone to live the hermit's life to the full. This is an authentic and 
lively account of a most extraordinary figure, whose artistic, religious, colorful, 
pen eerh Fra much traveled life is both amazing and a source of inspiration. (10/2. 
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Benson, Robert Hugh Kenedy 
ODDSFISH:! (LC: 57-10092) Each $3.50 
& BY WHAT AUTHORITY? (LC: 57-10093) 


The third in a series of re-issues of the novels of Monsignor Benson, the 
English convert whose books were so popular some decades ago, this is an historical 
romance faithful to the facts, dealing with the Restoration Age. Beautiful writing, 
adventurous excitement, profound religious and moral issues, colorful personalities 
and historical events are blended in this novel of espionage in the days of Charles II 
as they are in all of Benson's historical fictions. Few readers would probably quar- 
rel with the editor's estimate of Benson as "a good historian, as accurate and vital 
as he was scholarly and racy", or with her judgment of the present work as "a splendid 
piece of writing at several levels: as an accurate picture of the court and times of 
King Charles II, and as a very faithful account of this King's death; as a lyrical and 
moving love story; and a 'thriller' in the best 'cops' and 'robbers' tradition", all 
suffused with "the Faith: the 'Old Religion'". This is a story for all who enjoy 
exciting and dramatic historical fiction bearing serious import. (Publ. ) 


BY WHAT AUTHORITY? is the fourth in the series. Its scene is laid in the 
Elizabethan Age, with the inevitable complications of plot, colorful personalities 
representative of different religious viewpoints, against the background of historical 
persecution in Reformation times. Exciting personal and historical episodes imbued 
with serious philosophical implications can again be found here as in his other works. 
Drama, suspense, authenticity, adventure, love and the rights of the religious con- 
science against the abusive demands of the Throne are again ingredients that will 
move the reader. (Publ.) 


Burton, Katherine Kenedy 
THE GOLDEN DOOR | $3.75 


A popular journalist and noted biographer tells the authentic life-story, 
in a lively, interesting and semi-popular style, of Mother Katharine Drexel of the 
prominent, wealthy Philadelphia family whose members have distinguished themselves 
socially, financially and philanthropically. Mother Katharine, foundress of the 
Congregation of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, established for the care of 
the spiritual and temporal needs of the American Indian and Negro, died in 1954 at 
the age of ninety-six, after a saintly and active life, spending her inheritance and 
her energies on charitable causes too numerous to mention, establishing spiritual and 
temporal welfare institutions of every description. She "regarded herself as simply 
expending for God's people what God had given her to give them", including approxi- 
mately $12,000,000. Her life is told here in a lively and interesting way, and au- 
thentic anecdotes and conversations are reported. The author's "thesis" is clearly 
established, namely, that Mother Katharine's “giving was raised above the purely hu- 
manitarian level by the fact that she saw beyond the body...to the mind...and beyond 
to the soul". Mother Katharine emerges as a truly saintly religious and a truly 
great American champion of the ugderprivileged. (Publ. LC: 57-5759) 


Gautier, Jean Kenedy 
A PRIEST AND HIS DOG. $3.00 


This book was an unexpected delight to read. It is an exceptionally well- 
illustrated, true short story of a French priest-theologian and the poodle he rescued 
from an animal shelter, narrated simply and sensitively by the priest in question. 

There are charming anecdotes, of course, but the emphasis is upon the companionship 

and the reciprocal empathy between the priest and his dog, with many speculations set 
down concerning the nature of animal intelligence, the purpose of animals,possible after 
life of the animal soul. The book is certain to interest even those who are not 
particularly fond of animals, since the priest's experience is obviously so genuine 

and his observations and reactions so devoid of sentimentality, though they stem from 
deep emotion. Imprimatur. (Publ. LC: 57-10091) 
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Flynn, Sister Maureen 0O.P. Regnery 
THIS PLACE CALLED LOURDES $3.75 





i 





Books about Lourdes are numerous. In view of the fact that the year 1958 will 2S | 
occasion the celebration of the Centenary Jubilee of the Apparitions at Lourdes, the 
number of books on the subject can be expected to increase. Some will undoubtedly be 
good, others poor, and others again, mediocre. The present work should be classed 
among those that are good. Based on a visit to Lourdes and on first-hand documents | 
from patients and doctors connected with Lourdes, this volume discusses the place itself, 
the miracles wrought there and the pilgrims drawn there, in a highly intelligent manner, 
without either credulity or false rationalism, but with careful regard for facts, with | 
reverence, thoughtfulness and an eye for what is most essential and most interesting. 
A special feature of the book is its account and discussion of four very recent miracles. 
Catholic and non-Catholic readers alike, seeking information, serious discussion and re- 
ligious inspiration in connection with the shrine of Lourdes will find all three things 
offered to them in this very readable book. Imprimatur. (Publ. LC: 57-10268) | 





McAvoy, Thomas T. Regnery 
THE GREAT CRISIS IN AMERICAN CATHOLIC HISTORY $6.00 


The years 1895-1900 were years of crisis in American Catholic history. The 
author has made a scholarly study of the events, ideas and personalities involved in 
that crisis and has thus added to our knowledge of a period about which little is known 
with accuracy, if at all, by most people, Catholic and non-Catholic, historical-minded 
or not. The book deals with the matter of the heresy of "Americanism" condemned by 
Leo XIII and with such outstanding personalities das Archbishop Ireland, Archbishop 
Gibbons, Bishop McQuaid and Isaac Hecker, the founder of the Paulists. The author 
distinguishes a number of different meanings that the term, Americanism, can have in 
a Catholic context and seems to favor the opinion that Americanism in the heretical @ 
sense was probably never held by any Catholic formally. An Fssay on Sources and the 
text of Leo XIII's condemnation, "Testem Benevolentiae", are included in the work. 

The text is interesting, though repetitious in parts, but obviously the fruit of much 
careful scholarly labor. Jmprimatur. (Publ. LC: 57-11728) 


Masure, Eugene Regnery 
THE SACRIFICE OF THE MYSTICAL BODY $3.50 


This is a book for professional theologians and for those non-professionals 
who are well acquainted with Catholic dogma, the Roman missal and the nature of theo- 
logical controversy in a Catholic context, and who also have the ability and the pa- 
tience required to follow a process of sustained, subtle theological reasoning. Ex- 
cellently translated, this is a brilliant explanation and defense of Canon Masure's 
own positions on the long controverted questions of the essence of the sacrifice of 
the Mass and the constitution of the sign of the sacramental immolation it represents. 
His position is linked by the author to the encyclical on the liturgy, Mediator Dei, 
which he interprets in favor of his position and as implicitly showing disfavor toward 
other views formerly prominently held by some. Part I treats of The Essence of the 
Eucharist and Part II of The Origin of the Eucharist. Undoubtedly a major contribution 
to the theology of the Mass, it is profound and profitable reading for those both inter- 
ested and able. Imprimatur. (10/30) 


Smith, Dom Cuthbert- Fd. Regnery 
| ST. FRANCIS DE SALES $4.75 
D.R. Subtitled, 4A Diary of Meditations, and translated by the editor into lucid, _ 


smooth-flowing English, this is a collection of writings. drawn principally % from St. 
Francis de Sales' Devout Lyfe and Treatise on the Love of God, and arranged for medi- 
tation, one selection for each day of the year. It is a gift book, beautifully printed, 
and one eminently practical in its aim "to provide a minimum dose of spiritual reading 
for anyone who is too busy for more". It is hardly necessary to recommend the sound 
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doctrine, balanced, practical advice of a psychological and spiritual nature and gentle} \ie 
compassionate spirit of St. Francis deSales, all of which are manifested in these short 7 
selections, that are suitable for meditation and providing motivation tor those inter- 
ested in advancing in the spiritual life in the midst of their worldly pursuits. 
Imprimatur. (10/30. LC: 57-10265) | 






































Von Matt, Leonard & . Regnery 
frochu, Francis ST, BERNADETTE $7.00 


1 | Another in the series of pictorial biographies utilizing the superb photo- 
graphs of Leonard VonMatt. These have included the lives of Pope Pius X, St.Francis 
of Assisi and St. Ignatius of Loyola. This volume contains 183 photographic plates 
and a narration relating to Bernadette Soubirous, the saint of the apparitions at 
Lourdes. The book is attractively bound and printed. The style of the narrative is 
simple and smooth-flowing. Only the essentials of the saint's life are recorded, 
neither sketchily nor too much in detail. The excellent photographs appropriately ie 
interspersed in groups throughout the narrative depict persons, places and things ‘ 
associated with the life of St. Bernadette and with the shrine of the Blessed Virgin | 
Mary at Lourdes. They serve to illustrate the narrative and to reflect the authen- 
tic physical background of the saint's life. The book should have an appeal to 
many Catholics because of the popularity of both Bernadette and Lourdes. It should 
oo 5 ia to those who relish artistic photographs of French life and scenery. 
Publ. 
Attwater, Donald- fd. Sheed & Ward 57 
MARTYRS: From St. Stephen to John Tung hes 4 


An historical, doctrinal and inspirational work of scholarship, this volume 

contains some sixty items relating to martyrs of the Catholic Faith from the time of 
6) St. Stephen, the first martyr, in the earliest days of the Church, down to the 

present-day martyrs under the Communist regime of Red China. After @ brief iatro- 
duction in each case, indicating who the respective martyrs are and what are the genu- 
ine facts known about their persons and the circumstances of their martyrdom, the 
editor offers the reader a succession of historical accounts and dialogues connected 
with the various actions, trials, executions and circumstances relating to martyrdoms 
in various parts of the world throughout the centuries perpetrated by various types 
of authority, the whole constituting the testimony of history to the persistent con- 
flict between Caesar and God and the unfailing faith and courage that can be counted 
on in souls truly embued with the Christian life. The historical testimonies speak 
eloquently for themselves and the scholarship and intellectual judgment of the OE 
is very evident in the entire work. (10/23. LC: 57-10180) : 


Sheed, F.J.- Ed. sats Yok Sheed & Ward 
THE NEW GUEST-ROOM BOOK ~ $7.50 


* Another miniature library or random anthology compiled by the well known 
Catholic. author, lecturer and publisher, Frank Sheed, this new guest-room book has 
- gomething for everybody and will undoubtedly be enjoyed in its entirety by some Short 
passages excerpted from plays, stories, essays and verse compositions, some orm the 
serious side, but most on the entertaining or amusing side, and ‘all of them in one 
way or another able to be considered as light reading, provide excellent fare for 
the overnight guest to read before going to sleep. The illustrations with which the 
text is interlarded are as delightful and amusing as are most of the literary offer- 
ings. Most of the passages are not of a religious character in the strict sense of 
5 the term, but are just humorous, ow and perceptive pieces dealing with common 
@ human realities of perennial interest. ~— uotations are arranged under three 
separate headings, Part I: Of Marriage and Other Matters Not Excluding Love; Part [13 
The Viaduct Murder (a detective story by the late Monsignor Ronald Knox) and Part [IJ* 
Of Childhood and Unrelated Topics. The authors drawn on are either classical or at 
least competent and well known (Shakespeare, Stevenson, Chesterton, Belloc, Noyes, 
W.S. Gilbert, Caryll Houselander and others). This can hardly fail to please. 
(11/13. Lc: ey) | 
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Sheed, F.J. Sheed & Ward 
THEOLOGY FOR BEGINNERS $3.00 


#* A complete elementary course in Catholic theology, this book represents the 
work of the noted Catholic publisher, author and lecturer, who is also a superb teacher. 
Besides conveying his own “excitement over dogma” to his reader, the author displays a 
thorough knowledge of his subject, which he has assimilated in a personal way, but which 
he can communicate in a very clear, orderly and rational manner, assisted by concrete 
examples and preliminary explanations that reach to the dispositions and indispositions 
of those he is instructing and serve to disentangle confusions and elucidate persuasively 
what is vague, difficult or for irrational reasons undesirable to accept. The book does 
not deal extensively with technical problems and is not so much concerned to present 
formal arguments from scripture and tradition as to give rational explanations of the 
essential Catholic dogmas of God, The Trinity, Creation, The Fall of Man, The Incarna- 
tion and Redemption, The Church, The Mother of God, Grace, The Sacraments and The Four 
Last Things. It is an excellent introduction to Catholic dogma for any Catholic or 
non-Catholic who feels the need of an intellectual understanding of the basic truths 
of the Faith. (Publ. LC: 57-10174) 


Ross - Williamson, Hugh Sheed & Ward 
THE BEGINNING OF THE ENGLISH REFORMATION $2.50 


This is an historico-theological essay on the English Reformation, covering 
the period from Henry VIII to Elizabeth I, written by a Catholic priest who is himself 
@ convert from the Anglican Church. It is a serious intellectual study with frequent 
reliance upon Protestant historians to support the author's statements. It is not likely 
that it will be received with agreement and admiration by Anglicans generally, and even 
Catholic historians and theologians may consider the author's views somewhat exagger- 
ated. The author does not see everything in terms of black and white and his approach 
is not that of the bigot. He has very decided opinions, however, and strong convic- 
tions about the unsavory roots in politics and economics of the English Reformation 
and Anglican theology, arguments for which he adduces in the present volume, as well 
as of the legend of Catholics as being "rebellious, treacherous hypocrites with alien 
sympathies”. The author's thesis is that the English Reformation was historically 
"the imposition of a foreign religion to justify an economic revolution, set in motion 
by the lust of a bad Catholic king who made himself and his successors the Spiritual 
Heads of a new State Church". It is certainly a provocative, clearly written, well- 
documented statement of at least a partial truth which Catholics and non-Catholics 
alike, interested in factual history — of creed, would be well advised to 
read. (Publ. LC: 57-10179) 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS- Non-Catholic 
Reported by Dr. Roscoe Thornton Foust 


Davies, Horton Abingdon 
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP: Its History and Meaning $2.00 


* The purpose of this valuable book is to show the interested reader that forms 
of public worship didn't just grow, or appear as the result of the contrivance of cer- 
tain imaginative individuals. Rather, Christian worship has a history of growth and 
development relative to the needs of the people through the ages. Dr. Davies traces 
this history, analyzes the meaning of the various forms of worship, and sets forth the 
human situation and need to which they are relevant, as much today as in days that have 
passed. He also discusses private and common prayer, chants, anthems and hymns, and 
gives his answer to the questions about why men go to church and worship at all. ‘The 
book is well written in popular style for Protestant Christians especially. Laymen 
especially will find it helpful in making their own worship more real. The author is 
Professor of Religion at Princeton University. (Publ. LC: 57-978) 
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Garrison, Winfred E. Abingdon 
THE QUEST AND CHARACTER OF A UNITED CHURCH $3.50 


The quest for church unity goes on among many branches of Christendom, but 
Dr. Garrison believes there should be a different and fresh approach to the problem 
if any real progress is to be made. He seeks to show the kind of unity the Church has 
sought throughout its history, the methods it has employed, the successes and failures 
it has had. He concludes from this survey that the church has tried to obtain a kind 
of unity it cannot get without using compulsion, - one which has involved a standard- 
ized theology, uniformity and worship, and an excluding type of ministry and organiz- 
ation. His plea is rather for a concept of the Universal Church in which denominat- 
ions would not be done away with but would not stand in the way of the essentials of 
a united church,- liberty, loyalty, mutual love and a recognition of a shared respon- 
sibility. All concerned with the reunion of Christendom, clergy and laity alike, will 
be helped and encouraged by this gracious and perceptive contribution to the Ecumenical 
Movement. Dr. Garrison is head of the Department of Philosophy and Religion at the 
University of Houston. (Publ. LC:57-9785) 


Henry, Stuart C. Abingdon 
GEORGE WHITEFIELD: Wayfaring Witness $3.75 


This biographical sketch of George Whitefield affords a fascinating picture 
of an eighteenth century cleric whose words and actions became subjects of heated con- 
troversy. Even at this late date Whitefield's contribution to 18th century religious 
revival is variously assessed. Since the author has endeavored to describe the man and 
his work without bias this should be good outside reading for students of eighteenth 
century history of philosophy and religion. It would have a considerable appeal to the 
enquiring reader with a taste for biography sensitively and intelligently written. It 
is an absorbing account of the most phenomenal revivalist of early Evangelical Protest- 
tantism. The author is professor of religion at Southern Methodist University. 

(Publ. LC:57-10273) 


Jackson, Edgar N. Abingdon 
UNDERSTANDING GRIEF $3.50 


Understanding Grief is an interesting study of mourning and mourners. Its 
numerous illustrative anecodotes make the treatise readable to many people unfamiliar 
with basic principles of psychology. It ought to find ready readers among professional 
religious and social workersas well as from those of the general public who are search-~- 
ing for an answer to their own grief problem. They may not find the direct answer in 
the book but they will undoubtedly be encouraged to seek aid where it is most likely to 
be found. The author has attempted to relate the problem to Christianity and the work 
of the Christian pastor. The writer is a minister who has had additional education 
and training in psychotherapy. (Publ. LC:57-9786) 


Jones, E. Stanley Abingdon 
CHRISTIAN MATURITY $1.50 
D.R.. The name of E. Stanley Jones, world famous missionary and evangelist, has been 


long familiar to large numbers of Protestant Christians. They look forward to his pub- 
lishing a new devotional book about every two years. In this most recent volume his 
theme is the achievement of maturity of character. Although he quotes freely from modern | 
psychological books devoted to the same subject, he emphasizes that man's starting pcint 
is Christ, in whom may be found the perfect example of mature life, and whose life is the 
only proper measure of man's. Each of the 364 devotions begins with a scripture reading, 
followed by a meditation, a short prayer, and an affirmation. It would be useful for 
group study as well as personal devotions, for there is a topical index included. 

(Publ. L0:57-10274 ) 
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Macartney, Clarence E. Abingdon 
SALUTE THY SOUL $2.00 


During his life the late Dr. McCartney, perhaps the best-known preacher of his 
denomination, Presbyterian, wrote some 40 books in the field of religion, most of them @ 
collections of sermons. This new and last book contains the heart of his interpretation 
of the gospel. Its general theme is the value God sets upon a man's soul, and Dr.McCartney 
deals effectively with such basic concepts of the Christian faith as the Atonement, the 
power of God, God's judgment and mercy, and the revelation of God in Christ. These are 
evangelical sermons of the “old-fashioned” type, but they are written with conviction and 
vigor, and will doubtless be received with warm welcome by many Protestant Christians al- 
ready familiar with the author's earlier volumes. (Publ. LC: 57-9787) 


McCutchan, Robert Guy Abingdon 
HYMN TUNE NAMES $3.75 

Many Christian hymn tunes have intriguing names which baffle the average church 
goer. How did some tunes acquire such names as “Leprous Jew", "Evening Shade", "Old Hundred”, 
etc.? Dr McCutchan, dean-emeritus of the School of Music of De Pauw University, has collected 
authentic background information for some 2000 hymn tunes. He prepares the way for four in- 
dexes:- Alphabetical List of Tunes, Melodic Index, Names not included in the alphabetical 
list but mentioned in the text, and Index of First Words or Lines of Hymns. Organists and 
choir masters may find this 4 useful bringing together of scattered data, but the general 
public would find a broader scoped study of hymns more useful. (Publ. LC: 57-6756) 


Redhead, John A. Abingdon 
LETTING GOD HELP YOU $2.00 


A very useful and practical book on the technique of putting aside whatever may be 
standing in the way of the help which God is always ready to give every man. "They that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their strength", is Dr. Redhead's recurrent theme. "Let go, and 
let God" is his repeated advice to those who through prayer and meditation could receive the 
strength which God supplies. Based on his own experience and verified by the experience 
and testimony of others, the author describes a way of relaxing the body and mind and wait- © 
ing on God that has brought to him and others that power from on high which is so necessary 
for abundant life. As the contents of this book become known, many should seek to possess 
it; it describes no easy way to peace of mind or soul, but a time-tested way to practise 
the presence of God which brings the only peace worth having. (Publ. LC: 57-11014) 


Sangster, W. E. Abingdon 
: THE SECRET OF RADIANT LIFE $3.00 


Dr. Sangster, longtime minister of Westminster Central Hall, London, says in 

. his preface that the book was written for "people outside the church who find life dis- 

| appointing but are willing to read a book which is frankly religious, and those inside the 

, church who are willing to admit that religion has never come alive for them and loyalty 

| more than conviction keeps them linked with the church.at all". The reason for this so 
common condition, says the author, is that people do not have a vital relationship with 

God, from which alone can come the radiance and peace and power so many miss. The only 

way to achieve a life of such a character is to study Christ's life to discover how it is 
possible for the life of God to dwell in the soul of man. Dr. Sangster also provides spirit- 
ual exercies to guide the reader towards that right relationship with God and consequently 
toward the outer glow of inner peace. There is a clarity and radiance in the writing that 

) will commend the book both to the minds and hearts of many readers. (Publ. LC: 57-9789) 


Schroeder, Ruth Abingdon 
YOUTH ‘PROGRAMS FOR CHRISTIAN GROWTH $3.00 


| * There is need for such a book as this. Many Protestant youth groups fumble and 

_ flounder in their efforts to provide worship and discussion programs which have meaning and 
are therefore relevant enough to the needs of young people to hold their interest and command 
their respect. Here is provided a series of thirty two worship services built around subjects 
divided into "Basic Christian Beliefs" and "Growth in Christian Discipleship". Here will be 
found all the elements a leader will need, call to worship, appropriate scripture reading 

and prayers and suitable hymns. There are also effective stories, dramatic presentations, 

| readings, etc. Leaders of youth, teachers and pastors, as well as young people themselves, 
\.will find here the help they need. (Publ. LC: 57-11016) 
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Casteel, John L,- £d.. Association Press 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THROUGH PERSONAL GROUPS $3.50 


Dr. Casteel, who is Professor of Practical Theology and Director of Field 
Work at Union Theological Seminary, New York has brought together in this book nine 
different reports for churches in the U.S. and Canada where the life of that church 
has been renewed and strengthened by small groups of laymen within it which came to- 
gether almost spontaneously to discuss with utmost frankness their deepest spiritual 
problems, convictions and goals. ‘The purpose of these groups says Dr. Casteel, “is 
to help members come into a primary personal relationship with God, with other persons 
and with themselves". This “renewal movement" is gaining ground in Great Britain and 
America; all Protestant clergy and earnest laymen will find these reports stimulating 
and challenging. They are written with humility, but are the more vital for it. 
They "ring true". (Publ. LC: 57-11602 ) 


Oates, Wayne E. , Association Press 
“RELIGIOUS DIMENSION OF PERSONALITY $4.50 


With this his latest book, Dr. Wayne E. Oates, Professor of Pastoral Care, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, reveals a facile mastery of the 
rapidly increasing literature in this frontier field of human knowledge about kuman 
beings. Added to his thorough Biblical understanding of the nature of man“is extensive 
training as a clinical psychologist and therapist which commands attention for his 
books not only from theologians but psychologists and psychiatrists as well, When 
he uses the phrase"religious dimensions of personality" he means that personality not 
only: has length of years, breadth of sensory contact and depth of unconscious motiva- 
tion, It also has height of aspiration and meaningful purpose which extends beyond ~ 
that which is seen into the unseen realities of life. He would make clear that his 
dimensional understanding of personality refers to the specific nature of man's re- 
latedness as a person, not only to other persons but to God. The book will be of 
most help to the Christian who is hesitating to teke psychology with full seriousness 
lest it remove his faith. Indeed, it points out where contemporary psychological ma- 
terial needs correction through Christian insights. Clergy and all whose concern is 
“the fuller understanding of man should own and read this book more than once. (Nov. 
LC: 57-11600) 


Scott, Nathan A., Jr.- fd. : sseoutinll Press 
THE TRAGIC VISION AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH $4.50 


#* This book is an important symposium.of essays organized to give the reader 
insight and perspective on the contingencies and sufferings that it is the lot of man 
to endure, as reflected in the writings of Shakespeare, Milton, Pascal, Goethe, Kierke- 
gaard, Dostoevski, Nietzsche, Hawthorne, Melville, Freud, Kafka and Faulkner. The con- 
tributors are well-known professors of philosophy, and religion, among them Edmond 
Charbonnier, Trinity College, Hartford, Roy Battenhouse, Indiana University, T.S.K. 
Scott-Craig, Dartmouth, Paul Holmes, University of Minnesota, Nathan Scott; (editor), 
University of Chicago, John Smith, Yale University,,Randall Stewart, Vanderbilt University 
These writers, each in his own challenging way, sets'forth the definition of what is 
radically distinctive in the witness that the Christian faith makes about the human pre- 
dicament, but also the fact that.the tragic sense of life is not alien to, or unassimil- 
able to Christian vision. Addressed to the student community, this book should also ap- 
peal to all who have a serious interest in the conflict and ¢ontradiction of mankind 
that cries for understanding reconcilation. (Publ.: LC: 57-1160) 


"REFLECTION" BOOKS | Association Press 
: : : ea. $ .50 
The Association Press now publishes six more titles. in, their. REFLECTION BOOKS series. 


and thus makes available, in attractive format at a popular. price material of great 
value which might otherwise oneae the general reader. : 





































What the Christian Hopes. for. in Society, edited by Wayne Hs Cowan. Selected essays from 
Christianity and Crisis by such authors as John Bennett, David Roberts, Pal Tillich, 
Margaret Mead. | 


God and the Day's Yorkby Robert L. Calhoun. A revision of his earlier book by the same 
title and a call to transform all work and vocations. into Christian vocations. 
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Reflection Books. cont'd 
What Archeology Says about the Bible by Albert N. Williams - A fascinating report of the ways ( 
in which the recently discovered ruins of the ancient past give reliable clues to Bible life 
and times. 
The Promise of Prayer. by John L. Casteel - Condensed from his Rediscovering Prayer in which 
the author helps the reader to discover the rewarding, costly and almost lost life of prayer. 
Sex and the Christian Life by Seward Hiltner - Drawn in large measure from the author's 
Ethics and the Kinsey Reports; a modern Christian view of the human dimension of sex, based 
on the biblical witness and current studies of sex behavior. 
The Unfolding Drama of the Bible by Bernhard W. Anderson - A road map of the Bible in eight 
studies and masterful condensation of the biblical revelation. A challenging introduction to 
further Bible studies. 
All of these Reflection Books are inviting and should readily find their way into the hands of 
many who are concerned with these matters of timely and constant interest. 


(Publ. LC: 57-11605-6-7-8-9-10) 


Cole, Marley ‘ Criterion 
TRIUMPHANT KINGDOM $3.50 


A highly critical; contentious and sententious book exalting the claims of Jehovah's 
Witnesses to be the sole possessors of the true Gospel by the acceptance of which mankind is to 
be saved. Orthodox Christianity receives short shrift, and the accomplishments of the sect’ to 
which the writer belongs are given an importance they scarcely deserve. It is doubtful if a 
book so heavily weighted and prejudiced would find many readers except among those who are 
already convinced. (Publ. LC: 57-8262) 


Pike, James A. Doubleday 
THE NEXT DAY $2.95 


*This is in a sense a self-help book, though no easy solutions to problems are pro- @ 
vided, for the author "knows of none". Rather, he says, he hopes that the reader can meet his 
problems better for having read the book, but he hopes even more "that many will be led, through 
their problems, to the true source of all peace, health and joy". In clear, concise and highly 
readable style, Dean Pike, of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York, leads his 
readers through a logical procession of the steps to be taken in problem solving:- "How to Deal 
with your Past"; "How to Know Yourself"; "How to Make Decisions"; and so on through many of the 
conditions and problems common to most men, to the two universal issues, "How to Die" and "How 
to Face Life". Although he uses familiar terms - "know yourself" - "analyze the parts of the 
problem", etc. he brings new freshness and meaning to them with apt descriptions that make the 
old words understandable and useful, perhaps, for some readers, for the first time. He stresses 
the need for love in human relations, and discusses fully the meaning and purposes of the three 
kinds man knows. Unmistakably he indicates that the withdrawn, unloving person dies alive as 
it were, and goes on to show the world through the relationships of family, marriage, the events 
of sickness, suffering, death, to faith and prayer and an identification with the source of all 
peace, love and mercy. This book offers strenuous mental and spiritual exercise to its readers, 
that each will find vastly rewarding. It should take the place of such popular sellers as trade 
merely on the easy "outs" because, while offering no easy answer, it leads the reader to the 
ability to find dependence on Another, and to an understanding of himself and the ways in which 
he may deal with his problems, provided he relates them to himself and God. (Publ.) 


Wright, George E. & Doubleday 
Fuller, Reginald H. : $4.95 
THE BOOK OF THE ACTS OF GOD 


The intent of the writers is to make available to the intelligent layman modern 
and widely accepted insights into the nature and meaning of the whole Bible much as it would 6 
be presented to students who are preparing for the Protestant Christian ministry. The Bible ) 
is presented in some detail as a "historical" literature in which God is proclaimed as 
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the chief actor in history who alone gives history its meaning. With a minimum of tech- 

; nical discussions, the vast. movements of biblical theology are set forth with admirable 

C clarity, as are the thoughts of believing men who sought to understand the ways of God and 
to proclaim those ways to their fellowmen. The best results of modern biblical criticism 
are here made understandable as making a robust contribution to the faith of men of today 
as they receive and in their turn act upon their ancient heritage. This study should be 
of special value to Bible study groups both as background and interpretation. It sees the 
Bible steadily and sees it whole. Both Professor Wright, who teaches at McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary, and Professor Fuller, who is on the faculty of Seabury-Western Theologi- 
cal Seminary, insist that to use the Bible only as a source book of separate and individ- 
ual spiritual and moral teachings is to do violence toits real nature and meaning. 
(11/21 LC: 57-7291) 


Beasley, Norman | Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THIS IS THE PROMISE $2.50 
D.Re This Is the Promise i8 a simple collection of meditations on certain selected 


events of the Gospel story to emphasize one particular view of the nature of man. Its 
readers would probably be confined to the followers of Christian Science. It does not 
cover the whole of the Gospels nor does it give a sufficient treatment of the subject to 
constitute a life of Christ. The intent of the book is to inspire, but only those who 
share the author's premises will find the reading of it particularly rewarding. 


Davies, A. Powell Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 


THE FIRST CHRISTIAN $4.50 


The First Christian ig a treatise on Paulinism suited primarily for professional 
theologians. So many of the traditional teachings are questioned by the author's generous 
use of modern critical scholarship that the book would confuse the general layman. The 
subject is well presented and would provide admirable material for serious discussion 
groups. Its appeal is likely to be limited to liberal-minded readers, who are willing to 
make the effort to understand the implications of Biblical scholarship for the Christian 
faith. There is an : admirable bibliography for any who wish to pursue this matter of 
Christian origin and growth further. The author is the late well-known minister of All 
Souls Unitarian Church, Washington, D. C. (11/8) 3 


Applegarth, Margaret T. Harper 
TWELVE BASKETS FULL $3,00 


* This latest of Miss Applegarth's sprightly books (others: Moment by Moment, 
Men as Trees Walking,) 18, she says, a book about stewardship. But her concern is no 
narrow one, confined to a Christian's duty as to his money; it has to do with the whole of 
his life, his time, his talents, and all that he has. Taking from man's common life such 
familiar objects as lunch baskets, sewing baskets, collection baskets, laundry baskets, 
and waste baskets, as rallying points, she lets her imagination range far and wide, search-~ 
ing into the lives of the known and the unknown, living now and long ago, and sets before 
us an amazing variety of stories and anecdotes of those who served the Lord with all they 
had. By deft comparison, she reveals much of our modern way of life, in Church and out, 
as poverty-stricken and niggardly. This is a wholesome book, written with zest and in- 
sight-- and with love. A good book for almost anyone, parson or layman, who is all too 
likely to underestimate the devotion and consecration of his own life, or despair of ever 
doing anything with so small a thing. A lad with a sandwich and a few small fishes, given 
in love to God, once fed a multitude and will again. (Publ. LC: 56-12059) 


A Co-Founder of Alcoholics Anonymous Harper 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS COMES OF AGE $4.00 


aes This book would have a wide appeal to clergy, doctors, professional social workers,® 

@ and to many interested in the problem of alcoholism. It is written in almost autobiographi- § 
cal style and will ‘holdthe interest of readers as well as furnish valuable information about @ 
alcoholics and the ways in which they may best be helped. Since the author is a co-founder § 
of A.A. his book is an authoritative documentary on the subjett. It brings up to date the 
record of the great work that continues to be done by Alcoholics Anonymous in this genera- 
tion. (Publ. LC: 57-10949) 









- 
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Barth, Karl | Harper 
CHRIST AND ADAM $2.00 


Any book by as controversial and prolific a theologian as Karl Barth will command ®@ 
attention. Here he devotes his writing to an exegsis and interpretation of Romans 5 in which 
Paul says that sin and death came into the world with the disobedience of the first man, Adam; 
but restoration and the promise of eternal life come through Jesus Christ. Barth's exegesis 
of the chapter is close-packed and difficult to follow by any who are not skilled in this 
learned art, though the intelligent reader cannot but catch some of the author's strong convic- 
tion that because of Christ God's first plan for man cannot finally be undone. Still, the 
sale of the book will almost certainly be limited to scholars and libraries. It is not 
"sermon material" so the average Protestant minister will probably pass it by. (Publ. LC:57-9875) 


Douglass, Truman B. Harper 
WHY GO TO CHURCH? $2.00 


* Dr. Truman Douglass, executive secretary of the Board of Home Missions of the Con- 
gregational and Christian Churches, gives us in this volume a very moving and persuasive 
apologia for the Christian Church. The average layman-- and clergymen too--will hardly remain 
unmoved by this clear, strong, yet gentle arguement for the relevance and necessity of the 
Christian Church in the modern world, especially by such chapters as déscribe the Church as 
man's “rememberer," and the one institution inall human society which fills the need of every 
man to be taken seriously, no matter how outrageously he may at times behave. Such a good book 
deserves a better title, yet it provides a fresh insight into all the reasons ever advanced 
for church attendance, and adds a few more, and better, ones. (Publ. LC: 57-9877) 


Hocking, William Ernest Harper 
THE MEANING OF IMMORTALITY IN HUMAN EXISTENCE $3.50 


* Dr. Hocking has long been one of America's great philosophers; some years ago (1937) 
he published his 7houghts on Death and Life, and put many readers gladly in his debt for the @ 
wisdom and hope which he shared with them. Now he continues to share his deep thoughts with 
us, and gives us a larger book which is really a study of life, for, he Says, the meaning of 
life and the meaning of death are inseparable. His purpose is “to disturb customary attitudes 
(about immortality) in an effort to see afresh the nature of the question, to estimate its 
| importance or unimportance, to get once more its original impact on the mind of the self-con- 
scious creature in the hope of arriving at a clearer total conception of what is significant 
and what is possible". ‘The reader must not relax, hoping for soothing reassurances, but his 
close attention will be rewarded by a growing sense of: more significant possibilities in his 
own life than he had dreamed of. A book to be recommended without reservation to those who 
are serious about the meaning of life and are not afraid of the depths of creative (not posi- 
tive) thinking. (Publ.) 





Lindsell, Harold Harper 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS from The Revised Standard Version $2.00 
D.R. This little volume, compiled by the Reverend Harold Lindsell, Professor of Missions 


at Fuller Theological Seminary, should fill a great need for those who find help and inspira- 
tion for daily Bible reading. Here, on one page for each day, are brought together related 

Bible passages on carefully chosen topics of the greatest inspirational value to the reader, 

and they are left to speak their own message without any attempt to add a prosaic commentary me 
which so often tends to drag the scripture, which is fully able to speak for itself, into 

the commonplace. Dr. Lindsell has used the Revised Standard Version for his readings, the 

first time this has been done in a book of this sort. The book is pocketsize, and deserves 

the wide reading it will doubtless receive. It would make an excellent Christmas gift. 


(Leather $5.00) (Publ. Le: 57-9264) ! e 
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McCann, Richard V. Harper 
DELINQUENCY, SICKNESS OR SIN? $3.00 


This has a close tieup with a Seabury Press book, reported on p. 706 in Non- 
fiction, and further reported by Dr. Foust as a book that should be read by anyone to 
do with young people- Light the Dark Streets by C. Kilmer Myers.. While his book relates 
itself to a specific New York City problem, the area in human society is general. 

eoolt is encouraging to realize as the alarm is sounded daily about the perils of juven- 
ile delinquency, that much constructive thinking and work is going on to meet the need 
of troubled boys and girls in a realistic way. Dr. McCann, director of the Harvard 
Divinity School Seminar on Delinquency, describes in this book the work which he and 
others are doing to help these young people who cannot help themselves because they do 
not understand themselves. He uses much "case" material, searches out the background in 
family and community life which has contributed largely toward the young person's anti- 
social behavior, and assesses the responsibilities and failures of our "sick" society. 
The author considers the question of morality in juvenile delinquency, the role of re- 
ligion, and the challenge and opportunity presented to the churches. Clergy, parents 
and laymen will find their own roles clearly defined, and positive help offered in 
meeting the problems raised by “our annual crop of one million children in trouble” 
(Publ. LC:57-7347) 





Miller, Samuel H. : Harper 
PRAYERS FOR DAILY USE $2.00 
DR. * Anthologies and collections of prayers have become commonplace, as are many 


of the prayers which frequently find their place in such collections. This Prayers for 
Daily Use by Samuel H. Miller is definitely not a case in point. Here rather we have the 
rich distillation of a fervent soul who loves man because he first loves God. Here are 
fine prayers for every day and all occasions written in the language of the spirit with 
not a wasted word, nor an ugly or inappropriate one. The prayers of all Protestant 
clergy would be richer and less exhausting if they could be persuaded that there is sav- 
ing health to be found in Dr. Miller's book, Prayers for. Daily Use. lLIaymen will use it 
to their soul's delight. (Publ. LC:57-9880) 


Pollard, Wm. B & Harper 
Pfeiffer, Robert H. $2.50 
THE HEBREW ILIAD 


Imbedded in the Old Testament is found an ancient Hebrew epic, probably the 
earliest written literature of the Israelite civilization to be ranked alongside the 
great epics of other civilizations. Here are recited the heroic events through which 
Israel achieved national greatness. It is the history of the rise of Israel under Saul 
and David, written during the reign of Solomon, probably by the priest Ahimaaz and found 
in the books of Judges, I & II, in Samuel and in I Kings. Robert Pfeiffer has provided 
a new translation from the Hebrew, and has extracted the essential text from later mat- 
erial with which it has become intermingled. It emerges as a lively, rapid-moving hist- 
ory, presumed to have been written about 950 BC, thus perhaps laying claim to being 
the earliest example of a major written epic extant. General and chapter introductions 
have been written by William G. Pollard. Scholars of the Old Testament will find it 
invaluable. (Publ.) 


Ramsey, Paul - Fd. Harper 
FAITH AND ETHICS: The Theology of H. Richard Niebuhr $5.00 


Professor H. Richard Niebuhr is one of the outstanding religious philosophers of 


our day and his teaching and writing has had great influence on contemporary Protestant 
thinking. This book is a symposium of seven other teachers of philosophy and religion to 


set forth and evaluate the heart of Dr. Niebuhr's work. Except for the trained theologian, 
the book is difficult reading, but it is a most important book for those who seek to under- 
stand the relation and interaction of modern religious thinkers upon each other. Libraries 


will want copies, as will scholars in this field. The contributors are Hand Frei, James 
Gustafson, Paul Ramsey, George Schrader, Waldo Beach, Julian Hartt, Carl Michalson and 
Robert S. Michaelson, Dr. Niebuhr has taught at the Yale University Divinity School since 


1931. (10/30) _ 
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Templeton, Charles B. _ Harper 
EVANGELISM FOR TOMORROW $3.00 


*The author, Charles Templeton, has had a wide experience of some twenty years as a 
evangelist, and so he writes with authority of a subject upon which more and more attention is 
being focused today. With all the media of mass communication available to modern evangelists, 
and large numbers of people being evangelized at one time, .8n examination of the nature of, 
and the need for evangelism is in order, if certain opportunities are to be used most fully, 
and dangers and pitfalls avoided. To this task the author addresses uimself and has produced 
a book which is at once an analysis of the situation and a handbook for those who feel called 
to do the work of an evangelist. He calls attention to both the weaknesses and the strengths 
of such men as Billy Graham and Norman V. Peale who achieve such a wide hearing today, and 
reminds his readers that the true goal of evangelism is not to make converts, but to produce 
mature Christians. To that end, Evangelism seeks not only to win men to Christ but also to 
the Church. The work of evangelism, he reminds us, is not only the necessary work of the 
ministers but also of the laymen of the church, ambassadors of Christ who may often speak with 
more power because they are not professionals. In all of this the mind as well as the heart 
is involved. Emotion is a most important part of the evangelistic process, but to evangelistic 
passion must be joined the added insights that have accrued to our generation through the in- 
creased understanding of theology, psychology, sociology and other fields of human knowledge. 
God must be loved with the whole heart and the whole mind. Moreover, any Christian evangelism 
of the future must go beyond a mere individualistic emphasis or cease to be taken seriously. 

It is not enough to cry, "What must I do to be saved?" A man must go on to cry, "What can I 
do to save?" So every converted Christian must seek ways to exercise his own evangelism. 

A wise and useful book, for clergy and laity, one to reward their zeal and increase their 
vision. (Publ. LC: 57-10530) 


TORCHBOOKS | Harper 


Harper & Bros. have added six new titles to their TORCHBOOK SERIES, library size paperback @ 
reprints of religious books of lasting significance that have been out of print for some 

years. Thus a valuable service is rendered:serious students of philosophy and religion who 
would not otherwise find easy access to these important books. 





Erasmus and the Age of, :Reformation, Johan Huizinga $1.50 
The Rise of Puritanism, William Haller 1.85 
Spiritual Problems. in Contemporary Literature, ed. Stanley R. Happer. 1.50 
From Religion to Philosophy, F. M. Cornforda 1.35 
Outlines of a Philosophy of Religion, Auguste Sabatier 1.45 
Winds of Doctrine and Platonism and the Spiritual Life, George Santayana 1.45 


Attractive cover color and design help to give these books a contemporary "feel". 


Cornell, George W. Morrow 
THEY KNEW JESUS Regular $3.75 
DeLuxe 7-50 


This introduces a speculative approach to a selected few of the Gospel narratives. 
How close the author has come to depicting the thoughts of the twenty-four selected people 
who knew Jesus will remain a subject of debate, but an interesting one. This attempt to 
evaluate ideals and motives of others, separated by many centuries and a different culture 
from the ideals of today should appeal to many readers of the general reading public. The 
blending of fiction and biblical record should make the book readable to many who might not Y ] 
otherwise read the Gospel narratives unadorned. They Anew Jesusattempts to make it easier 
for the reader to know Jesus by seeing his reflection in the lives of those who knew him best. 
The author is Religious Editor of the Associated Press. (11/6 LC: 57-10930) 
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Seale, Ervin ‘Morrow 
7 SUCCESS IS YOU $2.95 


This book Success is You would be of most interest to the considerable number 
of people who today are seeking happiness as the chief good in life. The author's argu- 
ments should have greatest appeal to the self-centered individual. "You are what you 
think; you can be what you want to be." This is the theme of the book--a spiritual “do 
it yourself" manual. It is doubtful if this book would have any meaning to a large 
number of church people whose Christian faith is much less individualistic and whose 
chief objective is righteousness rather than happiness. Dr. Seale is the minister of 
the Church of the Truth in New York. He has also written Ten Words that Will Change 
Your Life and Time to Live. (Publ. LC: 57-1004) 


Adams, Hampton Nelson 
WHY I AM A DISCIPLE OF CHRIST $2.75 


The Disciples of Christ denomination numbers close to two million, and it 
is to this denomination primarily that this latest addition to a useful series is di- 
rected. Here is a brief account of its life and work, with a tone that reflects a 
moving confession of faith by the author, who has served an important ministry in his 
denomination. He is now the pastor of the Park Avenue Christian Church, in New York. 
(Publ. LC: 57-1189) 


Krumm, John McGill Nelson 
WHY I AM AN EPISCOPALIAN $2.75 


One of a series of "Why I am..." books. The Chaplain of Columbia University, 
Dr. John Krumm, states effectively and engagingly the reason why he has found the 
Episcopal Church a congenial religious home. It is his own personal "“apolgia” of a 
pilgrimage through doubt and questioning to a vibrant faith in the church of his choice. 
He tells what an Episcopalian is, the church's relation to the Anglican communion, and 
how it is organized and how it carries on its work. He answers questions that are 
frequently asked about the Episcopal church: "Did Henry VIII found it?" ("No!") "Does 
the Episcopal Church have a real priesthood?" etc. Dr. Krumm feels that Episcopalians 
are making a great contribution to the intellectual currents of American life. [He 
shares this conviction with his readers. Episcopal clergy especially will find a 
ready use for this book as a gift to inquirers, but many Episcopalian laymen will also 
be glad to read and own this book. There are three million in the United States. 
(Publ. LC: 57-11897 ) : 7 


Abba, Raymond Oxford 
PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP $2.50 


Too often, feels the author, the "free churches" allow sentiment and exped- 
iency to determine the ordering of their service of worship. He here recalls them to 
the first principles which should be their proper guide in liturgical practice. Theo- 
logy and history have an all important bearing on this matter, and the Reverend Mr. 
Abba, once Congregational teacher and pastor in Australia, now engaged in educational 
work in England, shows clearly the all-important connection. He emphasizes the central- 
ity of the Bible in worship and preaching, surveys the theory and practice of both 
liturgical and free prayer, and includes an important section on church music as an aid 


_to worship, and also a means of worship. Protestant ministers especially will find 


this book helpful in enriching their services by supplying a unity too often, and too 
easily overlooked. (Publ. ) ; | 


Luccock, Halford E.. 3 Oxford 
LIVING WITHOUT GLOVES $3.00 


* A new collection of lively letters selected from Halford Luccock's popular 
column in the Christian Century where he writes under the name of Simeon Stylites, the 
ancient ascetic who sought refuge from the world on the top of a pillar. Dr.Luccock, 
however, while he observes the world with a critical, kindly and perceptive eye, makes 
you know from his very first page that his wide knowledge of the facts and foibles of 
human experience have come to him from living close to people and loving them, and 
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that in spite of the fact that his past for over a quarter of a century as a professor at the 
Yale Divinity School might have provided a most exclusive and remote ivory tower. Each of his 
letters is a delight. He believes that "life need not be the blindman's buff we make it. He 
exhorts his readers to heed more carefully the pageant of life as it passes. This is an ad- © 
mirable gift book which should prove more appropriate and acceptable as a Christmas gift than 

the average choice. (Publ. LC: 57-10385) 


Metzger, Bruce M. Oxford 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCRYPHA $4.00 


* An Introduction to the Apocrypha ig really more than an introduction. It is so much 
more comprehensive that it might well be regarded as a commentary. It is well related to the 
text. Throughout the articles on each of the apocryphal books there are textual references. 
Chapter and verse numbers are given in brackets following the relation of the subject matter 
or the exegesis of it. Very few verses of the text are omitted from this plan of reference. 
This study is both interestingly readable and scholarly. The presentation of historical data 
and evidence of authorship is not labored but fits naturally into the general analysis of the 
books examined. As a result this “introduction” is both a reference work and a most illumina- 
ting story of the apocryphal books. Some very striking examples of the influence of the 
apocryphal books on English Literature, on music, and on art round out a very complete treat- 
ment of a much neglected subject. The author, Professor of New Testament at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and a member of the committee that prepared the Revised Standard translation 
of the Apocrypha, has made available the results of much research by that committee. This is 
probably the best presentation of the Apocrypha in popular style yet produced. Its uses and 
value to biblical students will prove to be immeasurable. It should be in every clergyman's 
library. (Publ. LC: 57-11636) 


Outler, Albert C. Oxford 
THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION AND THE UNITY WE SEEK $3.25 


Religious Books- Non-Catholic 





* Another important contribution to the cause of Christian reunion. Dr. Albert C. 
Outler, Professor of Theology at Southern Methodist University and a member of the Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, is concerned lest the modern ecumenical 
movement, like its earlier counterparts, may founder on the rock of demanding full doctrinal 
agreement as a precondition to unity. He suggests that by stressing the primacy of the 
Christian Community, the vital center of which is the unique tradition of the Christ event re- 
ceived and transmitted from age to age, a setting will be provided in which doctrinal agreement 
can most profitably be sought. This is not a"popular" book in the sense that it would appeal 
to the general reader, but clergy and informed laymen who hope and pray for the reunion cannot 
afford to let this important book go unheeded. (Publ. LC: 57-10386) 


James, E. O. Praeger . 
PREHISTORIC RELIGION $6.50 


It is surprising how much may be deduced about the religious practices of prehistoric 
man from a careful study of archaeological material. Professor E. 0. Jones, Professor Emeritus 
of the History of Religion at the University of London, has brought together in one volume a 
great deal of widely scattered material from decorated caves and rock shelters and other pre- 
historic sites and excavations and from many museums. From the study of the various practices 
of the dead he draws probable conclusions about conceptions of after-life. His study is next 
of the cultures developed around the mysterious processes of birth and fertility from the 
Paleolithic to the end of the Bronze Age, Similarly he considers the “vegetation cycle," and 
finally the concept of the Sky-God and its relation to that of Mother earth. There is much here 
of general interest, but especially will this work be valuable to all who are interested in the 
development of the worship faculty in man. It's a good reference book for church and general 


ibraries. 
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Fifield, James W. Prentice-Hall 
‘THE SINGLE PATH $3.95 


On the Pacific Coast, Dr. Fifield, a Congregational minister in Los Angeles, 
holds somewhat the same position of revered friend to thousands and counsellor to those 
in trouble that Norman Vincent Peale has held.on the Eastern seaboard. His radio pro- 
gram, his preaching, his work through many channels have brought peace and comfort 

and purpose to seekers.. The return to God as "the single path” is the purpose of this 
book. He has used the facts of everyday life,- marriage, parer*’:00d, business - as 

his backgrounds; he has sought to show how others have found the way and solved their 
problems; he indicates some of the techniques anyone can use in prayer and precept 

and example. He has taken many of the common ills,- age, failure- and equally suc- 
cess, loneliness, and showed how faith can bring the sought for change. This is a 
book for the man in the street, in the market place. Its homely philosophy is deeply 
rooted in love of man and God. (10/18. LC: 57-13152) 


Allen, Charles L. & Revell 
Wallis, Charles L. : $1.00 
CHRISTMAS IN OUR HEARTS 


An unpretentious little volume which should create a good demand for an 4&p- 
propriate inexpensive Christmas gift. It does not always escape the danger of over- 
sentimentality, but on the whole accomplishes its mission, which is to declare that 
Christmas is essentially an attitude of the heart, and that therefore it is possible 
to enjoy the blessings of Christmas throughout the year. Mr. Charles Allen is minis- 
ter of Grace Methodist Church, Atlanta, and Mr. Charles Wallis is Professor of English 
at Keuka College and minister of Keuka College Church. (Publ. LC: 57-11325) 


Chalmers, Allan Knight Scribner 
THAT REVOLUTIONARY---CHRIST $2.95 


* With a characteristic sense of urgency, Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers presses 
his claim that the Christian life is adventurous, dangerous, compelling and revolu- 
tionary, because Jesus himself lived that way. Complacent resignation to the status 
quo or a timid embrace of gradualism find no place in the life of any man who seeks to 
follow the revolutionary--Christ. This is definitely nota: book for those who wish 
their worship to be quiet and undisturbed, but for those who believe that the single 
life, invested courageously in the battle against wrong, counts for something in this 
world. The book abounds with illustrations from literature, as well as contemporary 
life and is an uneasy delight to read. (Publ. LC: 57-10563) 


Johnson, Sherman E. Scribner 
JESUS IN HIS HOMELAND $3.75 


* This is a "life" of Jesus with a difference--a big difference. It is not a 
retelling and synthesis of the Gospel stories. It is rather a thoughtful historical 
study of the land in which Jesus was born, lived, and died. It gives a careful ac- 
count of the nature of the land itself; the kind of people who live there, what they 
thought, and said,and did. It tells about their religion, and their religious con- 
flicts; and aspirations. It draws fully, and richly upon the Dead Sea Scrolls for 
new light and the endorsement of long held opinions now become confirmed. It makes 
clear how all this would have affected a man like Jesus, and how he would have im- 
pressed those around him. In short, Dr. Sherman Johnson gives us a picture of Jesus 
of Nazareth as a concrete individual, and a-:convincing character against the background 
of first-century Palestinian Judaism. In the concluding chapters of the book he shows 
how this historical Jesus is related to the Christ of the Christian faith. Both 
clergy and laity will find this an absorbing and rewarding book, scholastically sound, 
but free of the obscure scholarly reference which makes reading hard and the under- 
standing feeble for any but another scholarly mind. Every New Testament reader needs 
this book. (10/30. LC: 57-10565) 
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Niebuhr, Richard Scribner 
RESURRECTION AND HISTORICAL REASON $3.95 


A scholarly study of the nature of the conflict which exists between the Resurrectio@® 
of Jesus and the modern historical criticism which has made it increasingly difficult for 
theologians and biblical scholars to accept the New Testament primacy of the Resurrection, and 
has led them to renounce it from its central position and place it on the periphery of 
Christian teaching. The thesis which Dr. Richard Niebuhr argues with great persuasiveness is 
that all.conceptions of history and of historical reason that do not begin with the resurrec- 
tion can neither gain from nor contribute to the resurrection faith any significant light; 
that the interpretation of the New Testament resurrection tradition and the principle of 
historical method appropriate to theology as a whole must be forged together. The reasoning 
and argument are closely woven; the student and the scholar are the most likely to read and 
profit from this latest book by the Professor of Christian Ethics at the Yale Divinity School. 
(Publ. LC: 57-12063) 


Toynbee, Arnold J. Scribner 
CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD $2.75 


* arnold J. Toynbee succeeds in making even his lesser writings seem monumental in 
significance. His vast store of historical knowledge is at his command to illuminate every- 
thing he writes. Christianity Among the Religions of the World is no exception. His concern 
is to find some common basis upon which the world's high religions may fairly be compared. 

Such a wide gulf is often fixed between the several beliefs and their practices that comparison 
at that level and in those respects, would be all but meaningless, Toynbee believes. He does 
find the common ground he seeks, however, in the attitudes of the higher religions toward Man 
in that they agree that Man is not the spiritually highest presence known to man. Fach has a 
vision of God. They agree, too, in their attitude toward evil, feeling that man ought to take 
sides with good against evil and that man must try to place himself in harmony with the spirit- 
ual presence in the Universe that is spiritually greater than man. Each high religion is ——_ 
alsc to come to terms with the reality of suffering. At these points Dr. Toynbee, with wisdom 
and imagination, presents his conclusions, which are bound “to be controversial, but he says, he 
writes only as an historian with a Christian upbringing and background. Nevertheless, profess- 
ionals in religion and theology cannot, and will not, miss this significant contribution, which 
is basically a plea to Christians not to try to further their own cause by suppressing their 
rivals. They may face the future with confidence only if they do so with charity and humility. 
(11/20. 57-12066) 
Baly, Denis 






Xs Seabury. Press 
CHURCH AND CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE EAST $5.00 














*Such a book as this could have been written only by one who has lived in the Middle 
East for years, sharing the life of the people and able to see the vorld throught their eyes. 
Dr. Baly has so lived among the "multitudes in the valley" as teacher and friend, and now gives 
us his story of this place of unrest, suspicion and conflict- a story none of us can afford to 
miss. He is concerned to help the reader understand the religious and political factors at 
work in Israel and ‘among her Arab neighbors, and the popular understanding and interpretation 
of this fact. Generously and critically he sees both merits and faults of both sides, and 
levies neither praise nor blame; he is simply stating how- as he sees it- things are. But he 
meiso states in unmistakable terms what he considers the major errors of the Western Nations, 
committed in pride or ignorance; and the often forfeited responsibilities of the Christian 
Church as well. His final chapters are theological in nature. With many an apt quotation he 
reminds us that nations and men stand underthe judgment of God; none that he has made can fall 
outside the reach of both his justice and his love. In this generation, Dr. Baly says, "I 
annot promise you that you will spend your lives in peace and die quietly in your beds". In 
spite of which, there is a quiet assurance that we.need not fear, for God reigns here and here- 
after. This book is a must for all Christians, but especially for those who see only in 
ommunism the threat to our generation. (11/14-LC: 57-11833) 
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Pierson, Parker Seabury Press 
INHERIT THE PROMISE $4.25 


Dr. Parker, Professor of New Testament at the General Theological Seminary 
(Episcopal) New York, offers his readers in this book six keys which will unlock for them | 
the ways in which the generation that witnessed the revelation of God in Christ thought 
about what they saw and heard. He thus shows that early Christian thought forms are 
rooted firmly in Hebrew religions and historical concepts which he proceeds to describe 
clearly and interestingly. The key ideas are those of the Covenant, the Law, the New Age, ie 
truth by contraries, physical versus spiritual and the Man. These are examined in relat- 
ion to the impact made by Jesus Christ upon his followers. Out of this study comes the 
assurance that Christianity does inherit the promise made of old by God to man, and that 
modern biblical study, rightly understood, has in fact deepened the faith of our fathers. 
Dr. Parker has written with candor and clarity, a book that will be most helpful to 
clergy and people--one which ministers may refer to their inquiring, or even disturbed, 
people, with confidence. (Publ. LCs 57-10127) 


Yates, Miles Lowell Seabury Press 
THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY $2.25 
DoRe Dr. Miles Lowell Yates, up to his death a year ago, was chaplain to the students 


at the General Theological Seminary (Episcopal) in New York. His students knew him as a 
humble, devout and wise man. This posthumous volume of meditations reflects his sincere 
faith, simple wisdom, and deep devotion. They are "rétreat" addresses which he gave 
frequently, pointing his hearers always towards Christ, the King, by whose grace and 

love alone we can live lives of meaning and worth. The publishers present it as their 
"Advent Book" meaning that it may well be read as preparation for Christmas. Many laymen 
and clergy of all denominations will find it both moving and helpful, but it is likely 
that it will be mostly used by Episcopalians. (Publ. LC: 57-10128) 


O'Dea, Thomas F. Univ. of Chicago Press 
THE MORMONS $5.00 


There is probably no American religious group about whom there is current more 
misinformation than about the Mormons. West's Kingdom of the Saints (Viking- see report 
pe 171) and now this book, by an associate professor of sociology at Fordham, will com- 
bine to make available a great fund of facts, and the meaning of these facts. Mr. O'Dea 
seeks to fill the gap between fact and fancy. Who are the Mormons? What do they believe? 
How have they managed to hold together, through persecution and isolation? What is it 
that makes these "Latter-day Saints" peculiarly American? These are the questions he 
seeks to answer, and he tells a thrilling story. Libraries should have a copy and seri-- 
ous students of history, sociology and religion will find the book valuable. One questions} 
a wide popular appeal however. (Publ.) : 
Barclay, William Westminster 
THE GOSPEL OF LUKE (LC: 57-9567) ea. $2.50 
THE LETTER TO THE CORINTHIANS (LC: 57-9566) 


i te 
} 


These are two volumes of the Daily Study Bible Series, compiled and edited by 
the Reverend William Barclay, professor of New Testament and Greek in the University of 
Glasgow. Published first in Edinburgh, their usefulness and popularity as study guides 
has prompted their being published in this country. Like earlier volumes in this series 
by Dr. Barclay, who is undertaking to provide a similar volume for each book in the New 
Testament, the aim is to make the results of modern scholarship available to the non- 
technical reader in a form that does not require a college education to understand; and 
then to seek to make the teaching of the New Testament books relevant to life and work 
today. The writer has succeeded in giving us studies that are readable, reliable and 
reverent, and study classes should find them just the sort of help that earnest study 
needs. (Publ.) 
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Westminster 
BASIC CHRISTIAN BELIEFS $3.75 


*Basic Christian Beliefs is a statement of Christian tenets of faith as opposed to © 
agnosticism or, as stated in the preface, as opposed to a "vague religiosity.” It is simply 
stated and ought to be of great value for earnest enquirers after Christian teaching. It would 
help them to articulate the faith they already have. Few converts are made by argument, how- 
ever lucid and skilful, but it helps to have available such a book as this to give to those 
whose interest and curiosity is already aroused. Professor Easton of Park College, Parkville, 
Missouri has helped make it clear what Christianity stands for. To many such this volume is 

to be recommended without uestitation. (10/28-LC: 57-8930) 


Filson, Floyd V. Westminster 
WHICH BOOKS BELONG IN THE BIBLE? $3.00 


Which Books Belong in the Bible? provides .an interesting and quickly read treatment 
of the many-sided discussion of the "Canon of Holy Scripture". It is comprehensive enough to 
expect it to be useful additional reading for seminary students. Its readers among the general 
reading public would be few. Its technical subject restricts the readers to those in some 
measure familiar with the subject matter. "The purpose of the book,” says Professor Filson, 
“is to consider whether the Church should have a Scripture",what books should be included in 
it, and why." In this he has admirably succeeded. (10/28.LC: 57-6289) 


Hebert, Gabriel Westminster 
FUNDAMENTALISM AND THE CHURCH $3.00 


The viewpoint put forth in this book is unequivocally that of the Anglican branch of 
the Episcopal Church - and of its corresponding group in the Church of England. Father Gabriel 
Hebert is a member of the Anglican Society of the Sacred Mission, in South Australia. He ex- 
amines, in this text, the still prevalent view that the Bible is divinely and inerrantly in- 
spired down to the last letter. His question is: "How does the word of God come to us in Holy 
Scripture, and how is this word of God to be distinguished from the words of men?" His anewer GD 
is that the Bible is the word of God spoken through the words of men, and we are therefore 
required to be at once humble and docile and alert and critical in our approach to it. The 
interpretation of the Bible is the continual task of the church of God, and it is with the 
nature of the church and what constitutes membership in it that the final chapters of the book 
deal. There are many Christians of serious purpose who believe that fundamentalism is a threat 
to the growth and health of the church. To them this book is recommended as enforcement of 


their belief. (10/28.LC: 57-9602) 


MacGregor, Geddes Westminster 
THE THUNDERING SCOT $3.95 


Easton, W. Burnet Jr. 


This is the fascinating story of a turbulent man in a turbulent era in whom the Re- 
formation fires burned brightly and through whom Scotland emerged as a unified nation on the 
side of Protestantism. Professor Geddes MacGregor of Bryn Mawr has written a swiftly moving 
and brilliant narrative of the life and times of John Knox and no student of Reformation his- 
tory will wish to miss this stirring book which brings the sixteenth century in Scotland so 
vividly to life. The general reader who delights to see the affairs of men through the lives. 
of men will find this book both revealing and rewarding. John Knox is shown in his weaknesses 
as well as his strength as he spends his life prodigally for the glory of God. (Publ.LC:57-6850) 


Wernecke, Herbert H. A Westminster 
CHRISTMAS SONGS AND THEIR STORIES © $2.50 


| Fifty-four of the well-known and commonly used Christmas hymns and carols have been 
gathered together in this useful and seasonal book, and the author has supplied a full story of 

the origin and authorship of each, where it is known, and interesting conjectures where it is not. 

Now we are sure, for example, that Martin Luther did notwrite Luther's Cradle Hymn; how men cam 

to think he did is an interesting story. Such information as is provided here can be used in 

hany ways by choir directors, ministers, and church school teachers to add to the interest of 
hristmas programs and group discussions. This timely book should meet a seasonal demand. 


(Publ. LC: 57-11182) 





